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Three Questions

There was once a king who wanted to know three things: the right time to do everything. the most
necessary people to pay attention to. and the most important thing to do. He thought that knowing these
things would ensure his success.

He announced that he would reward anyone who could teach him these things. Many people traveled to
his palace, but they all provided different answers to his questions.

Regarding the first question, some said that the king should make a detailed schedule so that he could
always know the perfect time to do everything. Others claimed that he should take every sdituation into
account and wait for the precise moment to act. Still others suggested that he should consult wise men.

Equally various were the answers to the second question. Some said that the members of the king's
council were the most important people, while others mentioned priests, doctors, or warriors.

In response to the third question, some replied that science was the most important thing, whereas others
insisted that it was war or religious worship.

The king was not pleased with any of the answers. Still wishing to find the best answers to his questions,
the king decided to visit an old hermit who was famous for his wisdom.

The hermit lived in a forest and met only ordinary folk, so the king disguised himself as a simple peasant.
He ordered his bodyguards to stay behind while he went on alone to seek out the hermit.

1. . What three things did the king want to know?
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2. . Why did the king want to know the three things?
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1) [’E] He wanted to know the right time to
do everything, the most necessary people to
pay attention to, and the most important
thing to do.
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‘There was once a king who wanted to
know three things: the right time to do
everything, the most necessary people to
pay attention to, and the most important
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2) [§E] It was because he thought that
knowing these things would ensure his
success.
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‘He thought that Kknowing these things
would ensure his success.’ 2 Hof &2 1 A
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Three Questions

There was once a king who wanted to know three things: the right time to do everything, the most

necessary people to pay attention to, and the most important thing fo do. He thought that knowing these
things would ensure his success.

He announced that he would reward anyone who could teach him these things. Many people traveled to
his palace, but they all provided different answers to his questions.

Regarding the first question. some said that the king should make a detailed schedule so that he could
always know the perfect time to do everything. Others claimed that he should take every situation into
account and wait for the precise moment to act. Still others suggested that he should consult wise men.

Equally various were the answers to the second question. Some said that the members of the king's
council were the most important people, while others mentioned priests. doctors, or warriors.

In response to the third question. some replied that science was the most important thing, whereas others
insisted that it was war or religious worship.

The king was not pleased with any of the answers. Still wishing to find the best answers to his questions,
the king decided to visit an old hermit who was famous for his wisdom.

The hermit lived in a forest and met only ordinary folk, so the king disguised himself as a simple peasant.
He ordered his bodyguards to stay behind while he went on alone to seek out the hermit.

1: . What three things did the king want to know?

2 Why did the king want to know the three things?
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1) [72] He wanted to know the right time to
do everything, the most necessary people to
pay attention to, and the most important
thing to do.
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‘There was once a king who wanted to
know three things: the right time to do
everything, the most necessary people to
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2) [A2] It was because he thought that
knowing these things would ensure his
success.
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‘He thought that knowing these things
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5) [A¥] He found the old man digging in his

garden.
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‘Reaching the hermit's hut, the king found
the old man digging in his garden.’©2 Ho}
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6) [A2] The hermit thanked him and handed
him his spade.
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7) [A2] He washed and bandaged the man's
wound.
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